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Praying for Those Who Have Died

Believe it or not, praying for our loved ones and friends who have died used to be quite controversial.
Many Christian churches eliminated prayers for the dead from their liturgies at the time of the
Reformation. The concern of the reformers was that praying for people who have died implies that they
may be in purgatory and need our prayers in order to make it to heaven. In other words, it implies that
Jesus’ work on the cross is not the only thing we need in order to be saved, that our prayers can somehow
achieve something that faith in Jesus was not able to achieve.

Early on, the Anglican reformers agreed with this view. The liturgies in the earliest versions of the Book
of Common Prayer had no prayers for the dead in them. However, by the time the prayer book was revised
in 1662, that view had softened and prayers for the dead slowly began to return to our orders of worship.
Today it is common for us to pray for the dead in our liturgies. In fact, the burial rites in the 1979 Book
of Common Prayer are filled with prayers for the dead. We pray, for instance, this beautiful petition:

Grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of thee, he may
go from strength to strength in the life of perfect service in
thy heavenly kingdom. (BCP, p. 481).

It is completely natural to pray for the dead. This is why some of the earliest recorded prayers in Christian
history are prayers for loved ones who have died. When we pray for someone we love who has died, we
probably are not thinking too much about the theological implications of it. We just do it because we love
them and we want to know and believe that they are well in God’s hands. Our prayers are not about
usurping the place of Jesus or adding anything to His saving work for us on the cross. On the contrary,
they are part of how we participate in the life of Christ, by proclaiming the Resurrection and asking God
to be true to His promises. We pray for the dead because we believe that they are still alive in Christ. It is
an act of pure love and affection that keeps us connected with the people we care about who are gone from
us but not gone from God.

On Monday, November 2, at 6:30 pm, we will have our annual All Souls’ Day celebration at Holy
Comforter. All Souls’ Day is the day after All Saints’ Day. On All Saints’ Day, we celebrate the many
holy saints who have gone before us and who continue to be an example to us in our lives of Christian
discipleship. On All Souls’ Day, we think of the many other people who have died and ask God to take
care of them. Or, as Bishop Dan Martins very helpfully summarizes it, on All Saints’ Day we ask the dead
to pray for us, while on All Souls’ Day we pray for them.

I hope that many of you will come out for our Eucharist and stay for the pot luck supper after. It will be
good for us to remember those who have died, to trust the Lord with their care, and then to celebrate their
memory.

In His Mercy,
Fr. Jonathan
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Our parish-wide outreach to the Mother’s Home continues in the coming months with two activities:

November 16, Thanksgiving Dinner at the Mother’s Home at 6:00 p.m. — See sign-up sheet in the
Upper Parish Hall. We welcome contributions and participants to help make this dinner special for the
residents at the Mother’s Home.

December 14, Holiday Gifts and Caroling at the Mother’s Home at 6:00 p.m. — Save the date and
watch for more details about our Giving Tree.

If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Barbara Wilson.
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Women of Holy Comforter
Barbara Wilson, President

Our next meeting of the Women of Holy Comforter will be Sunday, November 1, 11:30 am in the Piano
Room. We will spend most of our time talking about what you would like the Women of Holy Comforter
to focus on in the future. All women of the parish are welcome to attend.
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United Thank Offering

United Thank Offering (UTO) is a ministry of The Episcopal Church for the mission of the whole
church. Through United Thank Offering, men, women, and children nurture the habit of giving daily
thanks to God. These prayers of thanksgiving start when we recognize and name our many daily
blessings. Those who participate in UTO discover that thankfulness leads to generosity. United Thank
Offering is entrusted to promote thank offerings, to receive the offerings, and to distribute the UTO monies
to support mission and ministry throughout The Episcopal Church and in invited Provinces of the Anglican
Communion in the developing world.

The Church of the Holy Comforter will have a special collection for UTO on Sunday, Nov. 1. Checks
can be made payable to Holy Comforter with UTO in the memo line. Checks will be accepted throughout
November. In the past, we have collected about $200 for each UTO collection. It would be wonderful to
increase the amount this year. We are thankful for your support of this Episcopal Church mission.


http://www.mothershome.org/

Blessing of the Animals

The Blessing of the Animals was held on Sunday, October 18. Some cute and handsome
animals were blessed by Father Jonathan. Enjoy the photos of the event below. Only one
cat was in attendance, although others were blessed through their pictures.




Christian Formation News

The Sunday School year is in full-swing and I want to give a special
thank you to everyone who has been helping out with our youth
functions, especially our Sunday School teachers.

Looking towards November, 1 am excited to announce a special
presentation to be given on November 29" after service. Elizabeth [
“Whispering Feather” Munson, a/k/a my grandmother, will be {8
presenting on Christianity and Nanticoke-Lenni Lenape Indian
culture. While intended for the children, this will be open to everyone.
Weather permitting it will be held outside, but if it becomes too cold
or wet we will meet in the Upper Parish Hall. I hope everyone can come out and learn about
the Native American approach to Christian spirituality.

The year is flying by fast and it is almost time to start practicing and preparing for the
Christmas Pageant which is only a couple of months away. | will be taking a survey this
month to see the prospect for Christmas caroling with the youth of our parish. | encourage
all our youth to get involved as well as their families so that we can spread the Spirit of
Christmas through singing and exemplifying the importance of family.

Brandon Munson
Associate for Christian Formation
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Fall Clothing Drive For Nana's Attic

On Sunday November 1 we will have the Fall clothing drive for Nana's Attic. Nana's Attic
is the Thrift Store that benefits the Domestic Abuse Project of Delaware County two
ways: first, it is the only consistent source of funding; second, women who enter the shelter
get vouchers to go to Nana's Attic and get needed clothing.

As in the past, bring used clothing, and gently used shoes to the Church on Sunday
November 1. Please only bring seasonal Fall and Winter clothing- all ages including
children, clothing for both men and women. Nana's Attic does not have sufficient
storage space for nonseasonal clothes. If you know you will not be at Church on November
1, call me or email me and you can drop off clothing at my home the week prior. For ease
of transport, please put clothing/shoes in bags.

Thanks to everyone's generosity, the clothing drives have been very successful for the past
three years. | look forward to a great one this year.

Chris Stanley
610-259-8613
stanley_cwilson@yahoo.com
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BAZAAR NEWS

It’s that time again! Holy Comforter’s Annual Bazaar is November 14 from 9:30 until 2:30 and we are
hoping it will be another success. Here’s some ideas for how you can help:

Stay for a few minutes after the 10 a.m. service on November 8 to help set up tables and bring
items down from the attic.

Look around your house for items for the Boutique Table and attic treasures- your donations may
be someone’s treasure!

When doing your grocery shopping, pick up some cans of soda or bottles of water for the
lunchroom.

Bring your donations of cooked chicken the week before so they can be transformed into the
fabulous soup and chicken salad by our talented lunchroom chefs.

The Gourmet table would like donations of whole cakes, brownies and any other specialty items
to sell.

Donations to be used for raffle baskets are always appreciated. Some ideas include wine,
glasses, gift cards, themed napkins, games, candies, etc.

Volunteers are needed to help with set up the week before, day of and to break things down the
Monday after the Bazaar.

PLEASE CONTACT ROSEMARY DAVIS
(davis1310@comcast.net) with questions or ideas.

The upcoming Bad Boys men's group breakfast will be held on Tuesday,
December 8, at 9 a.m. at the Court Diner in Media. New members to the 30-man
group are welcome. Contact Dave Irving , 610-566-4851 for more information.

Bad Boys Breakfast
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The Church of the Holy Comforter Vestry Meeting
Summary of Minutes from October 20, 2015

Present: Father Jonathan (ex officio), Dan Knowles, Mimi Lyon, Sara Risi, Harry Thompson,
Barbara Powell, Gerry Doyle, Tracey Gray

Absent: Ann Marie Escher, Ben Johns, Bill Kunigonis
Call to Worship- 7:15 p.m.
Gerry Doyle presided over worship and Tracy Gray read the Gospel Reading

Approval of the minutes: motion to pass the minutes without corrections carried.

Rector’s Report

The new office/property manager is Rosemary Mazzatenta. Her office hours will be Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday 9-3. with a lunch break from 11:30 to 12:30.
The formation of an Evangelism Team was introduced in order that the church can renew itself.
There will be further discussion in the near future. Vestry approved the formation of this team.
Allison Kerry will be Stewardship Chair. Stewardship Sunday will be November 15.
Rosemary Davis is Chair of the Bazaar that is on Saturday November 14.
The pilot program for young children on Thursday afternoon was discontinued. The attendance
was below the minimum to continue the program.
The nomination committee (first year vestry members) for vestry will meet before the November
vestry meeting.
Upcoming dates:
0 The Women’s Group Book Discussion will be on 10/31, 12-2PM
o All Saints Day is on Sunday 11/1.
0 The clothing drive for Nana’s Attic is on 11/1
0 All Soul’s Dayis on 11/2. There will be a pot luck dinner and service beginning at
6:30PM. This is a joint venture with Incarnation Holy Sacrament.
The Parish Bazaar will be on 11/14. Many volunteers are needed to make this a big
success once again.
o Diocesan Convention is 11/6-11/7 with a Eucharist for all at 5:30PM on 11/6.
0 The convention to elect the new Bishop will be on 3/12/16. The slate of candidates will
be available in January.

o

Financial Reports

Capital Campaign: The goal of the Campaign is $203,000. There has been $192, 577 donated
to date which accounts for 89% of pledged funds. We are ahead of the average percentage for
money contributed in Parish Capital Campaigns. The roof has been paid for completely.
However there are additional expenses for the steeple repair totaling $10,000. Many people have
completed their payments. Additional families have paid 75% or more, and a few have paid less
to date. The Campaign is still open, and continuing contributions for the roof/steeple will be
welcomed. Any overage will be spent on future property expenses. (see Property Report)The
Vestry reviewed the summary letter that will be sent to Campaign Participants.

Treasurer’s Report: Compared to 2014, there are many differences in expenses, most of which
are related to timing and expected to be in line with the budget by year’s end. The biggest outlier
is Property - utilities. $2000 of 2014 expense was not paid until January. Electric bills have
been significantly higher than last year, accounting for about $1500 of the y/y increase. We are
in a period of light usage of both gas and electricity now, which may recoup any of the
difference. We must remember the $14000 cost of the oak replacement beam in the Cloister has
not been dealt with, which may require fundraising, a mini fund campaign, or payment from the



roof funds, should enough of the outstanding pledges be paid. The deficit is slightly above
budget.

e Accounting Warden’s Report: Pledge income in behind last year, but this month has seen a
jump in those funds, with General Offering at $10,690. There has also been an open plate
increase over expected $125.00. Small World continues to be on time with the rent, and is
repaying the August rent, which was deferred. The endowment at $1,050,275 is down by
$19,000 compared with September due to downward fluctuations in the market.

Property Report
e New bulbs have been replaced in the stairway to Small World and a spotlight has been replaced
for the Church Sign. Other light bulbs will be replaced soon.
e The renovations to the chapel have been completed and the chapel will be dedicated in January
or during the Spring.
e A second opinion regarding the dying trees on the property was deferred due to the change in
property managers. It will be scheduled soon.

Women of Holy Comforter
e There is a new slate of officers (President, Barbara Wilson, Vice President, Allison Kerry).
There will be a book discussion for the whole parish on October 31 from 12-2PM. Help is
needed for the Sip and Shop on December 4. It will be at the Church. There will be an
important meeting for the women of the church on the future of the Women’s Group on
November 1 after the coffee hour.

Daycare Report

e There are 47 children at Small World, of which the majority are nursery school students, not full-
timers. The goal is 50 children, with more full time children.

e It was very helpful that Holy Comforter allowed dividing August rent into 6 payments from
September to February.

e The school runs all year, 7:.30AM-6PM, with a nursery program in the morning.

e The two teachers in the 2 % year old class are pregnant and replacements have to be found. The
position would be part time. A notice will be placed in the Bulletin for recommendations for a
replacement.

e Small world has been open for 37 years and Sherry Smith, the director, continues

e to appreciate the continued beneficial relationship with the church.

New Business

e Discussion of Safety: There is a door in the Sunday School/Day Care area that needs to remain
locked at all times. Property will check it.

e Review of the Parish Audit: There was a brief review of the Parish Audit and recommendations.
In the late Summer and Fall, Holy Comforter and Incarnation Holy Sacrament audited each
other. The process was lengthy and meticulous. Thanks so much to Barbara Irving for being on
the auditing committee and doing such a great job, and also to Jack Davis and Dan Knowles for
cooperating with the audit effort. Holy Comforter had lots of things done right and a few areas
for improvement. The report will be reviewed in more detail prior to the next meeting. The
vestry unanimously approved the audit for submission to the diocese.

Worship closed the meeting at 8:45 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,

Chris Stanley
Acting Secretary in the absence of Ann Marie Escher
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Church of the Holy Comforter
Calendar of Events ~ Nov 2015

Sunday, November 1 All Saints Day
Nanna's Attic Clothing Drive
7:15am Morning Prayer

8:00am Holy Eucharist

10:00am Holy Eucharist

11:30am Women's Group Meeting
Monday, November 2

9:30am Morning Prayer

11:00am Women's Brown Bag and Prayer
6:30pm All Souls Day Potluck Dinner and
Requiem Mass

7:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous
Tuesday, November 3

4:30pm Evensong

Wednesday, November 4

10:00am Healing Eucharist

5:00pm Evensong

Thursday, November 5

9:30am Morning Prayer

7:30pm Choir

Friday, November 6

7:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous
Saturday, November 7

Diocesan Convention

Sunday, November 8

Music Sunday

7:15am Morning Prayer

8:00am Holy Eucharist

10:00am Holy Eucharist

11:30am Set-Up for Parish Bazaar
Monday, November 9

9:30am Morning Prayer

7:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous
Wednesday, November 11
10:00am Healing Eucharist
Thursday, November 12

7:30pm Choir

Friday, November 13

6:00pm Bazaar Preview

7:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous
Saturday, November 14

Parish Bazaar

Sunday, November 15

7:15am Morning Prayer

8:00am Holy Eucharist

10:00am Holy Eucharist

12:00pm Post Bazaar Thank You Brunch

Monday, November 16
9:30am Morning Prayer
11:00am Women's Brown Bag and Prayer
5:00pm Evensong

6:00pm Mothers' Home Community Dinner
7:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous
Tuesday, November 17
4:30pm The Great Litany
7:15pm Vestry Meeting
Wednesday, November 18
10:00am Healing Eucharist
5:00pm Evensong

Thursday, November 19
9:30am Morning Prayer
7:30pm Choir

Friday, November 20

7:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous
Sunday, November 22

7:15am Morning Prayer
8:00am Holy Eucharist
10:00am Holy Eucharist
11:30am Bible Study

Monday, November 23
9:30am Morning Prayer
5:00pm Evensong

7:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous
Tuesday, November 24
4:30pm Holy Rosary
Wednesday, November 25
10:00am Healing Eucharist
5:00pm Evensong

Thursday, November 26
9:30am Morning Prayer
5:00pm Evensong

7:30pm Choir

Friday, November 27

7:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous
Sunday, November 29

7:15am Morning Prayer
8:00am Holy Eucharist
10:00am Holy Eucharist
11:30am Bible Study

Monday, November 30
9:30am Morning Prayer
11:00am Women's Brown Bag and Prayer
5:00pm Evensong

7:00pm Alcoholics Anonymous

http://comforterchurch.org/about/calendar/
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