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Facing the Truth 
 

Jesus said, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will make 

you freeò (John 8:31-32). I had a teacher in high school who used to have a sign on her desk that read, ñThe truth will set 

you free, but first it will make you miserable.ò This past week, as a nation, we have been forced to think about some truths 

that we find ugly and unsettling, but as Christians we have an obligation to face the truth even when it is uncomfortable. 
 

Like many people, I watched as the news broke from Ferguson, Missouri, that the grand jury was not going to bring an 

indictment against Darren Wilson, the white police officer who shot and killed an unarmed black teenager named Michael 

Brown back in August of this year. Like many of you, I was appalled by the scenes of rioting that followed in Ferguson, 

though I was inspired to see the peaceful protests that took place around the country, including right here in Philadelphia. 

I have no desire to tell you what you should think or feel about the particulars of that shooting, but the unavoidable reality 

that these events have reminded us of is that we are a nation that is still sharply divided by race.  
 

Of course, there has been great progress in the struggle for racial equality in our country. Given the legacy of slavery, Jim 

Crow laws, and segregation that lies not so long ago in our nationôs past, it is incredible how far we have come. I am glad 

that my children are growing up at a time when it is taken for granted that a black man can be president. Even in my own 

youth, that still seemed a far off dream. There are more opportunities for non-white Americans today than ever before, 

and there is a social stigma upon overt forms of racism today that was not present a generation ago. These are things to be 

celebrated. 
 

Nevertheless, forty-five percent of black children still live below the poverty line in America. This is due, in part, to the 

fact that unemployment rates are much higher for black Americans than for whites. And while there is an education gap, 

it is not as high as you might think. Far more African Americans are graduating from college today than ever before in 

history, yet until very recently, those college graduates were making only a few dollars more per year than their white 

counterparts who only had a high school education. African Americans are statistically far more likely to be pulled over 

by police and far more likely to be sentenced harshly when convicted of crimes. Despite the fact that blacks commit far 

fewer crimes in America than whites, they make up an outsized percentage of the prison population. There are more black 

men in prison in America today than in college. 
 

Of course, these are just statistics. They do not account for lived experience. The truth is, as a white person, I cannot fully 

grasp what it is like to be non-white in America. I have the luxury of not having to think about race much of the time. 

When you are something other than white in our society, you have to think about race every day. It affects how people 

perceive you, what they say to you, and what their expectations of you are. When I preach a sermon or write an article,  

I do not wonder whether, as a white priest, I am going to be seen as representing all white priests with what I say and do. 

When I walk down the street or walk into a store in plain clothes, nobody perceives me as a threat. 
 

We tend to think about race solely in terms of politics or culture, but for Christians how we approach racism is very much 

related to the Gospel. Saint Paul says, ñFor as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesusò 
(Galatians 3:27-28). Paul is telling us that our primary identity is not rooted in the things that divide us in this world. 

Race, gender, and social status are not who we are. If Christ has claimed you, then you are a child of God. You are a 

Christian first and everything else second. And because of that, you receive the promises of God in Christ, alongside 

every other Christian. Racism is a sin because it obscures this truth. It makes skin color the center of our identity rather 

than Christ. As followers of Jesus, we have an obligation to stand against racism and to proclaim along with the Scriptures 

that the love of God is the same for all people, regardless of the color of their skin. 
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Facing the Truth continued 
 
 

At Holy Comforter, we can begin to stand against the sin of racism in many different ways. First, we can take an honest 

look at ourselves and consider the ways in which we may be contributing to the racial divide in our society without even 

realizing it. How do we think about people who look different than we do? How do we talk to them? How do we talk 

about them? Similarly, we can start to think about how race affects our life together as a Christian community. Does our 

parish reflect the diversity of where we live? Why or why not? Finally, we can pray that God changes all of our hearts so 

that we start to see each other first and foremost as brothers and sisters in Christ, and we can allow that conviction to 

affect how we live our lives. 
 

At times, it can seem like racism is simply unconquerable in our society, but we know that in Christ all things are 

possible. We know also how far we have already come, with Christians standing at the forefront. As followers of Jesus,  

let us commit ourselves to stand for the biblical truth that all people have been made in the image of God. 

 

In His Mercy, 

Fr. Jonathan 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
by Barbara Wilson 

 
Giving Tree ï Our Giving Tree will benefit the Mothersô Home and the Delaware County Domestic Abuse Project 

(DAP).  Ornaments are on the tree in the Upper Parish Hall. We will collect gifts Sunday, December 14. We appreciate 

your continued support of our outreach missions and thank you for sharing with those in need at this blessed time of year.  
 

For the Mothersô Home, select an ornament and youôll see a gift card request. Also, 

look at list on table near tree for age/gender of baby. If possible, buy and wrap a gift for 

the baby and include the gift card for Mom or Mom-to-be. Use the ornament as a gift tag 

on your wrapped package. We will deliver the gifts to the Mothersô Home with hot 

chocolate, cookies, and caroling on Monday, December 15, at 6:00 p.m. Bring your 

gifts on Sunday, December 14, or join in the festivities at the Motherôs Home on 

December 15. Questions, ask Barbara Wilson. 
 

For the Delaware County Domestic Abuse Project, we have two special 

opportunities this year.  Ornaments specify supplies needed by the residents at the shelter. Additional ornaments say 

ñSecret Santa Shopò -- for these please purchase up to five small ($5 or less) items that children at the shelter can select as 

gifts for their Mothers. A few ideas for ñSecret Santa Shopò include stationary, pens, jewelry, winter gloves, etc.  These 

are just ideas, anything you think the Mothers would enjoy receiving from their child(ren) would be great. Do not wrap 

these items. Bring your gifts on Sunday, December 14. Questions, ask Chris Stanley. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Women of the Comforter 
to Host UDHS Encore Singers 

 

Upper Darby High School Encore Singers ï The Women of Holy Comforter are pleased to host a special 

evening concert featuring the UDHS Encore Singers.   Please join us on Tuesday, December 9, 7:30 pm in the 

Upper Parish Hall.   The concert will begin promptly at 7:30 pm, so please plan to arrive a little early.  

Questions, ask Rosemary Davis, Sara Risi or Barbara Wilson. 

 

http://www.mothershome.org/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=B95UQ88TAlSf2M&tbnid=cUeqBt0lYYZm4M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://danisfoundation.org/2012/11/09/celebrate-the-season-of-giving-support-danis-foundation/&ei=tYCSUoSjJc6EkQe7j4HABQ&bvm=bv.56988011,d.eW0&psig=AFQjCNHVB53rtiCjyliyBlWgr_oetOcOHg&ust=1385419281680324


Diocesan Convention News 
by Barbie Swartz 

 

Saturday November 15, 2014 the 231st meeting of the Convention of the Diocese of Pennsylvania was held at 

The Church of The Good Samaritan, Paoli. 
 

Attending from Holy Comforter was Fr. Jonathan, and delegates: 

Shawn Pender, Ken Hawkins, Barbie Swartz, and alternate, Dave 

Hunter. 
 

After enjoying a continental 

breakfast, browsing exhibits and 

vendors, and mingling, we gathered 

in the sanctuary for the Eucharist 

which included an address from 

Bishop Clifton Daniel. The 

convention started with a business meeting of introductions, reports and elections. 

We broke to attend two forty minute sessions of our choosing: UTO, St. James 

School/Church Farm School, and ECS, to name a few. After lunch, the main order 

of business started with elections and reports of committees and voting for 

submitted resolutions. 
 

At the end, we were shown slides of the new diocesan office building which 

opened the following week. As the building is in University City between 

Drexel University and U. of Penn, the view from the bishop's office is quite a 

site. I felt Bishop Daniel to be an informed, pleasant, and fun leader. Also, I felt 

privileged to be one of your representatives, and the experience will always be 

in my memory. 

 

 

 



Annual Church Bazaar 
 

The Annual Bazaar was held on November 8 and was very well attended. Lots of shopping, 

raffling, and fellowship took place. Below are a few highlights in pictures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Youth Group News 
 

I hope everyone had a bountiful and restful Thanksgiving. Now that November has come to a close, the Christmas Pageant is quickly 

approaching and it will be here before you know it! Weôre going to be holding practices during Childrenôs Chapel and before Sunday 

School.  
 

Please mark December 20th in your calendars, which is a Saturday, as an important rehearsal day for the pageant. The Christmas 

pageant will be held December 28th which is the Sunday after Christmas Day. If you cannot attend that Sunday, please let me know as 

soon as possible. I will be assigning parts to the children over the next week, and I will be emailing parents to keep everyone updated. 
 

Another important notice for this month concerns a transition in Childrenôs Chapel. I was informed that Childrenôs Chapel was 

intended for children 4-7. The older Children who have been attending Childrenôs Chapel will be transitioning upstairs and will be a 

regular part of the congregation. Children who are younger than 4 years should be directed to the nursery. 
 

We are short in the Sunday teacher department. We will be attempting to have a regular rotation of volunteer teachers who cannot 

teach regularly to fill in. I ask that you would please consider volunteering to be a teacher once or twice a month.  
 

With my greatest wishes, 

Brandon Munson 

Associate for Christian Formation 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Upper Darby High School Encore Singers 
 
The Women of Holy Comforter are pleased to host a special evening concert featuring the Upper Darby High School 

Encore Singers.  
 

Please join us on Tuesday, December 9, at 7:30 p.m. in the Upper Parish Hall for this musical event. The concert will 

begin promptly at 7:30 p.m., so please plan to arrive a little early. If you have any questions, please ask Rosemary Davis, 

Sara Risi, or Barbara Wilson. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Holiday Cheer for Our Homebound Parishioners 
 

Holiday Plants and Goodies for Holy Comfort Home-Bound Parishioners 
 

We will assemble goodie bags and poinsettias to spread holiday cheer with those who are unable to get out during the 

holiday season. Contributions of cookies and wrapped candy are welcome.  
 

Drop off your contributions today or Tuesday, December 9, by 7 p.m. We will assemble the goodie bags before the 

UPHS Encore Singers concert. Volunteers to make these holiday deliveries will also be needed. Questions, ask Rosemary 

Davis, Sara Risi or Barbara Wilson. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SPCA Special Holiday Collection 
 

We are now collecting donations for the animals at the Delaware County SPCA in the month of December. Items to 

donate include bedding, blankets, canned and dry food, and toys for the animals to play with. Whatever you can donate 

would be much appreciated.  

 

Please leave any items on the tables in the Upper Parish Hall and clearly mark that they are for the SPCA. Contact Joann 

Bolard at 610-623-4340 for more information. 
 

And please keep in mind that all the animals in the care of the SPCA need forever homes. 

Have something youôd like to share in the Comforter?  

Just send your article, news, or pictures to Ann Marie at lessmessstress@yahoo.com. 



                         

 

 

                        Together We Can Beat the Ebola Crisis 
 

 

Our History with LWI 

Lack of access to clean water is one of the 

leading causes of death, disease, and 

poverty around the world today. In 2009, 

our parish prayerfully discerned that God 

is calling us to do something to combat 

this crisis. Since that time, we have 

partnered with Living Water International 

to build wells in Peru.  

Through the Advent Conspiracy 

campaign, Holy Comforter parishioners 

have focused more on Jesus in the 

holiday season, giving more relational 

gifts and spending less on Christmas. 

Each year, we have asked you to give 

some of what you did not spend to help 

LWI build wells. Each year, your 

faithfulness and generosity has saved 

lives. 

This year, we face a different challenge, 

but the answer is the same. You can help 

to end the spread of Ebola in West Africa. 

 

An LWI worker prays with a group of children. 

 

 

 

 

 

A Liberian child has his first taste of clean water from a brand new well. 

The Scope of the Threat 

There have been almost six thousand Ebola related deaths in West 
Africa since the crisis began a few months ago. Hundreds of new 

cases are discovered every week. If more is not done, tens of 

thousands could die. Thousands more will suffer extreme poverty 

as the virus takes its toll on already fragile local economies. The 

time to act is now. 

Clean Water Brings Hope 

Ebola is spread through bodily fluids. Poor sanitation, polluted water,  

and lack of good hygiene practices all help the virus to spread. 

LWI's work combats all of those things, providing communities 

with clean water, better facilities, and vital education in proper 

hygiene and care. 

Some of What LWI is Doing to Help 

Å Protecting staff with the right equipment and training. 
Å Coordinating with governments, churches, ministries, 

and other organizations.  

Å Drilling desperately needed new water wells and fixing 

broken pumps at treatment centers and other critical 

locations. 

Å Using radio, television, and other means to spread 

hygiene training. 

In the In the past five years, Holy Comforter has raised more than $15,000, built three wells, and saved hundreds of 

lives. This year, we have a chance to help save the world from the greatest public health crisis in a generation. 

 



 

 

    Our Goal 

We want to help LWI to further their work in West Africa as quickly as possible. LWI has identified a well in 

Sierra Leone that needs repair. The cost is $3000. Through past fund raising, we already have a third of that 

money raised. We hope that this year's Advent Conspiracy campaign will get us the rest of the way there.  

What You Can Do 

There are many ways in which you can help make this campaign a success. The Advent Conspiracy campaign 

is organized around four pillars: Worship Fully, Spend Less, Give More, and Love All. The more we focus on 

Jesus this holiday season, the more our hearts will be filled with love 

   Ways to Participate  

    Here's how you can be a part of this year's Advent Conspiracy: 
 

�x Pray for those suffering from Ebola. Pray also for LWI. 

�x Give less expensive, more relational Christmas gifts this 

year. If you need help coming up with ideas, there are 

some great ones at www.rethinkingchristmas.com. 

�x Give water as a gift. We will have gift cards available 

starting on November 30 so that you can make a donation 

toward our goal in someoneôs name. 

�x Donate some of what you do not spend on Christmas this 

year to help us reach our goal. We will collect at the 

Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 18, 2015. 

 

A man gives his grandaughter a taste of fresh, clean water. 

 

 

At Right: People learning proper 

�K�D�Q�G���Z�D�V�K�L�Q�J���L�Q���R�Q�H���R�I���/�:�,�¶�V hygiene classes. 
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Matthew 25:40 
 


